Personal Initiatives

1. Yes. I believe the humane treatment of animals has been neglected in NY City Council. We
have an opportunity to end the suffering of animals and establish a moral base for their treatment
and educate the public on their issues. This moral imperative makes it a priority.
2. I adopted a rescue dog 3 years ago from Rescue Dogs Rock, a beagle mix, and I grew with
both dogs and cats in my home growing up as a child. I have contributed monetarily and helped
bring awareness to our local TNR efforts.
3. TNR which is a big issue in my area, enforcing NY’s humane education mandate and
preventing animals from being used for experimentation. I will empower the animal advocacy
community through funding, information and collaboration and will try to form a group, caucus
style, with fellow city council members to meet regularly on animal protection issues.
4. Yes we promise to post our animal protection platform on our website along with your
endorsement, if we are able to receive it, and promote this endorsement on our social media.
5. Yes
6. Yes the pursuit of animal rights is part of a broader vision of social justice. Animals are living
sentient beings with the capacity for pain, suffering, joy and happiness and everyone regardless
of race, gender, ethnicity, social class, or species deserves a life free from unnecessary harm.
Discrimination works across many lines and social justice works together to end this. All social
justice movements are inherently centered on advocating for the rights of those whose voices
need to be heard and in the case of animals it is more acute as they cannot be heard without our
help.

Brent O’Leary is an attorney and community leader with deep roots in Sunnyside, Woodside,
and Long Island City. From founding the Hunter’s Point Civic Association to establishing
emergency food banks during COVID, Brent has been serving these communities for over a
decade. From the NO IDC movement to the fight against Amazon HQ2, he has also been
guided by his progressive values, values which he intends to bring to the City Council as the
next representative from District 26.
Brent founded the Hunter’s Point Civic Association 10 years ago, and continues to run it. The group:
• Hosts monthly meetings on everything from street safety to schools to housing issues
• Fights over-development and advocates for green space, more schools, investment in infrastructure,
and other quality of life improvements for the neighborhood
• Coordinates annual Thanksgiving food drives which distribute around 5000 pounds of food
Brent serves as the President of Woodside on the Move, which:

• Provides afterschool and summer programs in Woodside and Sunnyside schools, as well as tenant

advocacy to over 5000 people per year
• Has allowed Brent to cultivate strong relationships with local tenant leaders and civic association
presidents, several of whom pledged to support the campaign and assist our grassroots work.
COVID-19 response:
• Brent volunteered with LIC Relief to deliver food to elderly and other quarantined residents.
• He helped establish and run two emergency food pantries, one in Sunnyside and one in Woodside,
which together serve tens of thousands of community residents.
• He delivered medical equipment and PPE to Ravenswood Senior Center and Elmhurst Hospital.
• He helped organize food relief for mosques during Ramadan.
In addition to these community leadership roles, over the years, Brent has helped organize fundraisers and
community events for causes including Build Up NYC, Citizenship Now, Puerto Rican hurricane relief in 2017,
and the NO IDC movement. In addition, he serves as a board member for a number of community groups,
including:
• Brent volunteered with LIC Relief to deliver food to elderly and other quarantined residents.
• Blissville Civic Association (founding member)
• Court Square Civic Association (founding member)
• Queensbridge Tenants Association (honorary member)
• Justice for All Coalition (member of the steering committee)
• Western Queens Land Trust (member of the steering committee)

FUNDRAISING STRENGTH
• Currently, the strongest fundraiser in the race by 2.5 times.
• We have already qualified for matching funds and will “Max Out” for the race, able to spend the full
limit of $241,000.
ANALYSIS GUIDES OUR STRATEGY

• We have performed in depth analysis of voting in the district for all of the races over the past five years

and expect growing turnout trends to continue.

• We are accounting for this number now early on, in how we build our volunteer base, target our voter

universe, and begin to engage voters.
EFFICIENCY WINS THIS RACE.
DATA AND TECHNOLOGY DRIVE EFFICIENCY
• Ranked choice voting means we must appeal to every voter.
• Our budget funds direct voter contact and full time staff to
maximize volunteer hours, rather than expensive consultants or
other wasteful spending. This will allow us to target a broader
universe.
• We have a sophisticated voter contact plan, and our team has
experience in running absentee voting programs.
RANKED CHOICE FAVORS HIGH NAME RECOGNITION
AND STRONG CAMPAIGNS
• We will run a “positive only” campaign that reaches more voters
than any other.
• Brent’s decades of community involvement lead to extremely high name
recognition heading into this race.
BRENT HAS PUT IN THE WORK AND WILL CONTINUE TO DO SO
• Already recruited and activated a large volunteer base.
• Brent has deep relationships with community groups, tenant
leaders, and progressive organizations in the field because
of the work he has done.
• We’ve already begun to build a network of building and
block captains.
• Having run in 2009, Brent knows what a campaign for
Council entails, which is why he hit the ground
running this year, collecting voter IDs via Reach
personally, before staff even came on board.
• Brent received the endorsement of the progressive
community group LIC Coalition, as well as April Simpson,
President of the Queensbridge Tenants Association.

